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Dear Mr. Kiecek,

As Director-General of the Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers of the
European Commission, I am in charge of monitoring the application of EU equality law
in the EU Member States.

I would like to draw your attention to the complaint received by Commissioner Dalli
following a series of derogatory remarks you publicly made against minorities, especially
Romani people. The complainants also stressed your limited dialogue with Romani non-
profit organizations and the drop in Romani complaints since you took office.

We have been able to confirm these allegations. They raise serious concerns involving
someone with a duty of impartiality and whose mandate is to promote equal treatment
without discrimination on the grounds of ethnic origin (see Article 13 of the “Racial
Equality Directive').

Let me recall that Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union provides that the Union is
founded on the values of, among others, respect for human dignity, equality, the rule of
law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities.
Following the EU anti-racism action plan 2020-2025%, the Commission published a new
EU Roma strategic framework, promoting effective equality, socio-economic inclusion
and meaningful participation of Roma?.

By adopting the Council Recommendation of 12 March 2021 on Roma equality,
inclusion and participation?, Member States, including Czechia, committed to taking
“measures to raise awareness of the fact that efforts to combat discriminatory practices
are interwoven with efforts to tackle antigypsyism and social and economic exclusion, as
part of a common drive to promote the broader objective of equality” as well as
“measures to foster positive narratives about Roma and Roma role models, and a better
understanding of the challenges that Roma face”. The Recommendation also provides
that “Member States should promote (...), partnership and cooperation between public
authorities and Roma and pro-Roma civil society” and that equality bodies should
“cooperate with Roma civil society”. This is all the more important in a context of
exacerbated exclusion because of the Covid-19 pandemic.

1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32000L0043 &from=EN

2

EU Anti-racism Action Plan 2020-2025 | European Commission (europa.eu)
3 EUR-Lex - 52020DC0620 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)
4 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021H0319(01)&from=EN
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More generally, the Recommendation includes specific provisions on the role of equality
bodies (see points 14 and 15 Involvement of the bodies for the promotion of equal
treatment). It refers in particular to the pursuit of cases of discrimination, addressing
underreporting of discrimination, hate speech and hate crimes, and raising awareness of
rights among Roma.

I would be grateful to receive your comments on the above allegations by the end of
February 2022. In particular, could you please provide the Commission with your
explanations as to the significant drop in complaints by Romani people between 2019
and 2020 and inform us about the number of Romani complaints received in 20217

Yours faithfully,

e-signed
Ana GALLEGO
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